28th Januvary, 1803.

Read the first and second time, and ordered to be committed to a
committee of the whole Houfe, on Wednesday next.

A BILL,

For estublishing Trading Houses. with the Indian Tribes.

Be (t enactey, by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-

P

2 tives of the United States of America in Congrefs aflembled,
3 Thatit fhall be lawful for the Prefident of the United States, to
4 eftablith trading houfes at fuch pofts and places on the frontiers,
5 orinthe Indian country, on either or both: fides of the Miffiflippi-
6 river, as he fhall judge moft convenient, for the purpofe of car-

rying on a liberal trade with the feveral Indian nations within
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the United States, or their territories.

1 Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Prefident fhall be

authorifed to appointa fuperintendant of Indian trade, whofe du-
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ty it fhall be to purchafe and take charge of all goods intended
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(2)
for trade with the Indian nations aforefaid, and to tranfmit the
fame to fuch places as he fhall be direted by the Prefident of the
United States. And he fhall take an cath or affirmation, faith-
fully to execute the truft committed to him, and that he will not,
direétly -or indireétly, be concerned or interefted in any trade,
commerce, or barter, but on the public account; and he fhall alfo
give bond in the penal fum of dollars, with
fufficient fecurity, to be approved of by the secretary of the trea-
fury of the United States, truly and honeftly to account for all the
money, goods,and other property whatever, which fhall come
into his hands, or for which in good faith he ought fo to account,
and to performall the duties required of him by this act: And
his accounts thall be'made up quarter yearly, and tranfmitted to
the fecretary of the treafury.

Skc. 3. And - be it further enacted, That the fuperintendant of
ir;dian trade fhall receive an annual falary of
dollars, payable quarter yearly, at the treafury of the United
States.

Skc. 4. dnd be it further enacted, That the fuperintendant of
Indian trade fhall be authorifed to nominate, and with the appro-
bation of the Prefident of the United States, to appoint for each
trading houfe eftablifhed, an agent, for whofe good condué the
faid fuperintendant fhall be refponfible, and it fhall be lawful for
the faid fuperintendant to demand from each agent fo appointed,

abond with fufficient furety, in a fum not exceeding
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dollars, for the faithful difcharge of the duties impofed
upon fuch agent by this aét.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it fhall be the duty of
each of the faid agents, to receive from the fuperintendant of In-
dian trade, and difpofe of in trade with the Indian nations afore-
faid, {fuch goods as may be tran{mitted to him by the faid fuper-
intendant, to be received and difpofed of as aforefaid, according
to the rules and orders which the Prefident of the United States
fhall prefcribe ; and every fuch agent fhall take an oath or affir-
mation, faithfully to execute the truft committed to him ; and that
he will not, direétly or indireélly, be concerned or interefted in any
trade, commerce, or barter, but on the public account;.and he
fhall render an account quarter yearly to the fuperintendant of
Indian trade, of all money, goods, andother property whatfoever,
which thall be tranfmitted to him, or which fhall come into his
hands, or for which in good faith he ought to account; ard he
fhall tranfmit duplicates of his accounts to the fecretary of the
treafury of the United States.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the fuperintendant of
Indian trade, the agents, their clerks, or other perfons employed
by them, fhall not be dire@ly or indiretly concerned or inte-
refted in carrying on the bufinefs of trade or commerce, on their
own or any other than the public account, or take or apply to his
or their own ufe, any emolument or gain, for negotiating or trani-

alling any bufinefs or trade, during his or their appointment,
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(4 )

agency or empioyment, other than provided by this a&, or ex-
cepting for or on account of the Wnited States. And if any
fuch-perfon-fhall offend againft any of the: prohibitions aforefaid,
he fhall be-deemed guilty of a mifdemeanor, and fhall upon con.
viftion thereof, forfeit to the United States a fum not exceeding

dollars, and fhall be removed from. fuch
office, agency, or employment, and. forever thereafter be incapa-
ble of holding any office under the Wnited States : Provided,
That if any person other than a public profecutor, fhall give in-
formation of any fuch.offence, upon which a profecution and con-
viction fhall be had, one half of the aforefaid penalty when re-
ceived, thall be for the ufe of the perfon giving fuch informa-
tion: Andiprovided also, That if fuch mifdemeanor be commit.
ted by the fuperintendant of Indian trade, or by any agent, it
thall be deemed a breach of the condition of kis bond, and the pe-
nalty thereof may be recovered in any court having competent
jurifdi®ion of the fame.

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the prices of goods
fupplied to, and to be paid for by the Indians, fhall be regulated
in fuch manner that the capital ftock furnifhed by the United
States, fhall not'be diminifhed.

SEc. 8. And beit further enacted, That during the continu-
ance of this act, the annual fum of dollars, be,
and the fame is hereby appropriated for the payment of the fala-

ry of the fuperintendant of Indian trade, to be paid out of any
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meney in the treafury of the United States, not otherwife appro-
priated.

See. 9. And be it further cnacted, That during the continu-
ance of this act, the Prefident of the United States be, and he is
hereby authorifed to draw annually from the treafury of the
United States, a {fum not exceeding ‘dollars,
to be applied under his direction to the payment of the agents
and clerks ; which agents thall be allowed to draw out of the pub-
lic fupplies ~ rations each, and each clerk
ration per day.

Sect. 10. dnd be it further enacted, That the sum of

dollars, exclufive of the falary of the {uperintendant
of Indian trade, and of the allowances to agents and clerks,A be,
and the {fame is hereby appropriated, for the purpofe of carrying
on trade and intercourfe with the Indian nations, in the manner
aforefaid, to be paid outof any monies in the treafury of the
United States, not otherwife appropriated.

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, Thatif any ageﬁt or agents,
their clerks, or other perfon employed by them, fhall purchafe or
receive from any Indian, in the way of trade or barter, any gun or
other article commonly ufed in hunting ; any instrument of huf-
bandry or cooking utenfil, of the kind ufually obtained by Indians

in their intercourfe with white people, or any article of cloth-
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ing, excepting fkins or furs, he or they fhall refpectively forfeit
the fum of dollars for each offence, to be reco-
vered by action of debt, in the name and to the ufe of the United
States, in any court having juri{di¢tion in like cafes: Provided,
that no fuit {hall be commenced except in the ftate or territory
within which the caufe of a&ion thall have arifen, or in which
the defendant may refide : And it fhall be the duty of the fuper-
intendant of Indian trade, or of the {uperintendants of Indian
affairs, and their deputies respedlively, to whom information of

every {uch offence fhall be given, to colle& the requifite evidence,

if attainable, to profecute the offender without delay.

SEc. 12. And be it furtﬁer enacted, That this a&t fhall be in
force from and after the fourth day of March next, for and dur-

ing the term of two years and no longer.



